[image: img019]Safeguarding and Welfare Requirement: Safety and Suitability of Premises, Environment and Equipment
Providers must take reasonable steps to ensure the safety of children, staff and others on the
premises in the , case of fire or any other emergency, and must have an emergency evacuation
 procedure.
Developing Fundamental British Values: Rule of law
Understanding rules matter 

8.12  Lockdown Policy

Policy statement

Lockdown is the ability to quickly restrict access to a site or building (or part of) through physical measures in response to a threat, either external or internal.  The aim of lockdown is to prevent people moving into danger areas and preventing or frustrating any attackers from accessing a site.   Risks of harm could be from an intruder who is armed, for an animal for example a dangerous dog , a risk from air pollution for example dangerous chemicals or a major fire nearby.

The stay safe guidance for potential firearms and weapons attacks recommends following the stay safe principles.  These can be applied to many situations if it is necessary to attempt to keep children  in our care safe from harm.

Run, Hide, Tell

Run

The advice is to move away from the risk of harm or attacker - if safe to do so.   Our staff will remain calm and support the children to evacuate using procedures as similar to our regularly practiced fire safety evacuation procedures as is safe and possible. 

Hide

Using similar procedures to those used in our regularly practiced fire safety procedures to move to an area or site where staff and children can hide.

Staff will ensure doors and windows are locked, calmly escorting the children to an area where they cannot be seen, encouraging them to be quiet and ensuring mobile phones are switched to silent.

Tell

If it is possible and safe to do so we will use a mobile phone to contact the police immediately a risk is suspected or observed.  We will inform the police of the threat, providing as many details as possible, including the location and description of the attacker as well as any other relevant information.  This will include inform the police of our hiding place and the numbers of staff and children at risk.  We will remain together safely in hiding as long as it is safe to do so, and/or until the police inform us it is safe to move.
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