Safeguarding and Welfare Requirement: Equal Opportunities
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Providers must have and implement a policy, and procedures, to promote equality of opportunity
for children in their care, including support for children with special educational needs or disabilities.

9.2  Supporting children with special educational needs and disability.
Policy statement

We provide an environment in which all children, including those with special educational needs (SEN), are

supported to reach their full potential.

We have regard for the Special Educational and Disability Needs Code of Practice 0 to 25 years (2014).

· We follow the safeguarding and welfare requirements, and the learning and development requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage.

· We co-operate with our Local Authority in reviewing the local provision available for children with special educational needs, and in developing the ‘local offer’ to ensure parents/carers of young children with special educational needs or disabilities can find and access appropriate information, support and childcare www.hertsdirect.org/localoffer .
· We ensure our provision is fully inclusive for all children with special educational needs.

· We listen to, respond to and support parents and children with special educational needs and disabilities.
· We have arrangements in place to ensure early identification of the specific needs of children with SEN, including partnership working with parents, building strong key person relationships, assessing children upon entry to the setting and continuing regular observation and assessment, as well as the 2 year progress check.  Key people and the setting Senco will work to assess those needs, and intervene to  meet them through a range of SEN strategies.

· We work in partnership with parents and other agencies in meeting individual children's needs.

· We continually monitor and review our policy, practice and provision and, if necessary, make adjustments.
Procedures

· We designate a member of staff to be the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) and give his/her name to parents. Our SENCO’s are:
                                              Tina  and Sue
· The SENCO works closely with our manager and other colleagues and has responsibility for the day-to-day operation of our Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs Policy and for co-ordinating provision for children with SEN.
· We ensure that the provision for children with special educational needs is the responsibility of all members of the setting.

· We ensure that our inclusive admissions practice ensures equality of access and opportunity.
· We provide anticipatory reasonable adjustments to the environment and within our planning, including accessing the provision available, and the purchase and use of aids and services required to ensure that a disabled child is not at a substantial disadvantage compared with their peers.

· We use the progress check at age two to ensure that children are progressing, to highlight areas where additional support may be needed and to identify if a child may have a developmental delay, (which may indicate SEN or disability) at the earliest point appropriate.
· We work closely with the parents of children with special educational needs to create and maintain a positive partnership.

· We ensure that parents are informed at all stages of the assessment, planning, provision and review of their children's education.

· We provide parents with information on sources of independent advice and support.

· We liaise with other professionals involved with children with special educational needs and their families, including in connection with transfer arrangements to other settings and schools.

· We provide a broad, balanced and differentiated curriculum for all children with special educational needs, supporting their development towards the Early Years Outcomes across the seven areas of learning of the Early Years Foundation Stage.
· We use a system of planning, implementing, monitoring, evaluating and reviewing Individual Education Plans (IEPs) for children with special educational needs.

· We use a four stage graduated approach when providing special educational provision for a child – assessment, planning, provision and reviewing.  This is led and co-ordinated by our Senco working with individual key people, and informed by the Early Years Foundation Stage and Early Support resources.
· Identified needs of a child are considered across the areas of communication and interaction; cognition and learning; social, emotional and mental health; and sensory and/or physical needs.  The resulting planning, and provision will be based upon individual needs, and the effectiveness of interventions in enabling children to make progress will be reviewed and recorded. 
· We provide resources (human and financial) to implement our Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs Policy.
· We take steps to ensure that children with medical conditions will receive all the support required to meet their medical needs as set out in the EYFS framework, including accessing training, risk assessments, and working closely with parents and health professionals.
· We provide in-service training for parents, practitioners and volunteers.

· We raise awareness of any specialism the setting has to offer, such as our Makaton trained staff.

· We ensure the effectiveness of our special educational needs provision by collecting information from a range of sources e.g. Individual Learning Plans, reviews, staff and management meetings, parental and external agency's views, inspections and complaints, and through our EYFS tracker. This information is collated, evaluated and reviewed annually.
· We support children’s transitions by working together and sharing information with future settings, schools and parents.

· We will consider requesting and Education, Health and Care needs assessment for children who have not made expected progress through our Special Educational Needs Provision.
· We provide a complaints procedure.  Any written complaints will be responded to within 28 days.
· We monitor and review our policy annually.
Further guidance
· Issues in Earlier Intervention: Identifying and Supporting Children with Additional Needs (DCSF 2010)
· Early Years Foundation Stage and the Disability Discrimination Act (DCSF 2010)
· The Team Around the Child (TAC) and the Lead Professional: A Guide for Managers (CWDC 2009)
· Children and Families Act (2014)
· Special Educational Needs and disability Code of Practice 0 to 25 years (DfES 2014, updated 2015)
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